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(This is a quarterly analysis of trends in anti-bribery enforcement by The Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act Clearinghouse, a database operated by Stanford Law 
School. The views presented here are those of the authors alone, not those of Dow 
Jones or the Wall Street Journal.) 

By WILLIAM GARRETT and KRISTEN SAVELLE 

After a relatively quiet second quarter, Foreign Corrupt Practices Act 
enforcement activity picked up slightly in the third quarter of 2017, but was still 
lower than in recent years. 

Figure 1 below shows the number ofFCPA proceedings initiated by the U.S. 
Department of Justice and the Securities and Exchange Commission in Q3 for 
each of the last 10 years. 
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Between July land 
Sept. 30, 2017, the DOJ 
and SEC each initiated 
three FCPA-related 
enforcement actions. 
Figure 2 below 
identifies these 
proceedings. 

The big news for the 
quarter was the global 

settlement with TeliaAB, a Swedish telecommunications company, for 
misconduct in Uzbekistan. On Sept. 21, the DOJ and SEC along with Dutch and 
Swedish authorities announced a global settlement with Telia to resolve this 
alleged misconduct. Under the terms of the settlement, Telia will pay combined 



PHOTO: FCPA CLEARINGHOUSE

FCPA Enforcement in Q3 Shows Results of International Collaboration -... https://blogs.wsj.com/riskandcompliance/2017/10/24/fcpa-enforcement-i...

2 of 4 10/25/2017, 9:57 AM

Figure 2 - T hird Quarter FCPA Proceedings 

Date Initiated Case Caption Resolution 

July 27, 2017 In the Matter of Halliburton Cease and Desist Order 
Company and Jeannot Lorenz 

Auaust 24. 2017 U.S. v. Fernando Ardilt1-Rueda l' lea A!lreernent 

sanctions of more than 
$965 million, with at 
least $483 million 
going to U.S. 
authorities. 

The global nature of the Telia settlement may stem in part from several recent 
developments. 

First, countries around the world are ramping up their anti-corruption 
enforcement activity, both locally and globally. Swiss and Dutch authorities have 
taken an active role in some of the largest FCPA-related investigations in recent 
years, including investigations ofTelia, Odebrecht S~ and VimpelCom Anti
corruption laws recently passed in the U.K., France, Germany, Mexico, and Brazil 
have expanded the jurisdiction of local authorities to prosecute offenses 
committed abroad, and China and South Korea have strengthened their 
domestic bribery laws. Authorities in Brazil, Peru, and South Korea are also 
currently leading domestic corruption probes that reach into the highest levels 
of government. 

Second, both the DOJ and SEC are making concerted efforts to increase 
meaningful collaboration with law enforcement agencies around the world. 

On April 5, 2016, the DOJ's Fraud Section announced its "Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act Enforcement Plan and Guidance," which outlined three steps in 
the Department's enhanced FCPA enforcement strategy. Along with increasing 
its FCPA law enforcement resources and launching the pilot program to 
promote transparency in charging decisions, the DOJ announced that it was 
''strengthening its coordination with foreign counterparts in the effort to hold 
corrupt individuals and companies accountable." 

The SEC similarly acknowledged the importance of coordinating with foreign 
counterparts in November 2016, when then-director of the SEC's Division of 
Enforcement, Andrew Ceresney, stated that "[c]ollaboration with international 
regulators and law enforcement is critical to our success in the FCPA space." 

Evidence of multi-jurisdictional cooperation is apparent in several high-profile 
corruption probes. For example, Brazilian authorities signed an international 
collaboration agreement with 10 other countries to investigate the bribery 
scandal involving Odebrecht, which agreed to pay $3.5 billion in a global 
settlement last December. 
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